ANATOMY OF A RESEARCH ARTICLE

Research articles in the sciences and social sciences tend to be concise reports of results from
guantitative and/or qualitative analysis. Focus on the discussion of results, methods, and limitations.

Abstract: A brief summary of the article that helps readers
determine if its relevant to their interests. It sometimes follows
the overall structure of the article with 1-2 sentences for the
Background, Methods, Results, and Conclusions.

Introduction or literature review: Establishes the background
of the topic, definitions of terms, and why the topic is important
to study. Includes research questions or hypotheses, and
references to previous studies.

References: A complete list of sources used by the authors,
usually organized by authors last name or numbered in the
order they appeared in the article. A great place to find
relevant studies that you can use too!
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